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Introduction  

 

The Innovista area, roughly bounded by Gervais to the 
north, Catawba to the south, Assembly to the east, and 
the Congaree River to the west, encompasses about a 
quarter of Columbiaôs City Center.  

The existing context of the area is largely undeveloped 
land, parking lots, and low-density industrial and com-
mercial uses. These guidelines are based on and support 
the proposed uses, densities, building envelopes, and 
special districts outlined in the Innovista Master Plan, en-
dorsed by City Council on October 17, 2007. 

While these guidelines apply to the entire area zoned 
with the ïID Overlay, the Innovista Master Plan should be 
used for guidance, especially in cases where specific set-
backs, building massing, and open-space plans are rec-
ommended.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Principles  

 

The intent of the design guidelines is 
not to restrict creative architecture, but 
rather to guide development to ensure 
it contributes positively to the Inno-
vista District and to Columbiaôs larger 
City Center. To this end, the guide-
lines are not exhaustive or formulaic, 
but are intended to help new develop-
ments meet the principals of pedestri-
an-friendly, quality urban develop-
ment. The Innovista District Design 
Guidelines are organized around the 
following principles: 

¶ Promote pedestrian interaction 

¶ Reinforce the positive urban form 
and architectural features of the 
District 

¶ Provide a well-proportioned and 
unified building 

¶ Provide active street-facing fa-
cades 

¶ Provide appropriate signage and 
lighting 

¶ Minimize the visual impact of park-
ing and service areas 

¶ Use trees, landscaping, and other 
streetscape amenities for en-
hancement 
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Photos of existing buildings in Innovista at the time 

of publication. 


